THE CLIMAX
sufficient alarm. Four years after the crushing of Austria
Bismarck proceeded, with the aid of forgery, to provoke a war.,
with France. In this war the Prussian armies achieved a sudden
and startling success, comparable to those of the young Napoleon.
Within three weeks of the first shot the French army had
disappeared, half of it shut up in Metz and awaiting surrender,
the other half surrounded and captured at Sedan. Paris was
besieged and taken, and Bismarck in the Palace of Versailles
inaugurated a new German Empire, to take the place of the old
Austrian headship of the Germans.
This new German Empire was carefully calculated to be, in
effect, Prussia; Bismarck worked at will the lunatic King of
Bavaria, and thus included a large minority of Catholic Germany
under the rule of Berlin and split the Catholic forces of the
Germans in half—for he still excluded Austria from his scheme.
At the same time he was careful to leave large local liberties to
the mosaic of small German states. Catholic and Protestant,
which Prussia now overshadowed; his new " Reich" could thus
masquerade as a free federation, though it was really governed
by the Prussian state. Prussia now dominated the Continent,
and all Europe was henceforward to be different.
For the moment this meant to England the disappearance of
what had long been her chief rival. The political decline of
France was not only external but internal. A Parliamentary
republic was founded which went rapidly from bad to worse,
incapable of retrieving the lost position and increasingly mis-
trusted by its own citizens. The French were torn by internal
dissensions, largely religious, living not only under the shadow
and memory, but the effects, of their defeat, effects which they
seemed incapable of repairing.
Just before the Franco-Prussian War French engineers, pro-
tected by the French Government after negotiations with the
Egyptian ruler, had built the Suez Canal. Had the French not
been defeated by the Prussian power and thus rendered helpless
a grave problem would have arisen for England. Here was a
new road to India. Its effect must necessarily be to supersede
the old one round the Cape. The canal had been made by
France, and Egypt was morally overshadowed by French power.
But now that France was crushed England had nothing to fear.
Five years after the Franco-Prussian War the English Govern-
ment bought from the Khedive of Egypt nearly half the Suez
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